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THIS BOOK BELONGS TO

I dedicate this book to my dear friend Dawn, with love – J.M.

To Captain K , Miss W, CO, Scruffy and all my friends who  
belong to faraway worlds – R.M.
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Exhausted, the girl crawled ashore on a stony beach. She knew 
little about humans, but knew they wore clothes. She found a 
tangled fishing net on the beach and wrapped it around herself. 
She came across a torn old jacket snagged on a rock and put that 
on too. Seaweed clung to her hair.

The seal-girl sniffed the wind. Her seal skin was nearby,  
she was sure. Where had that boy taken it?

She gazed out to sea. Her mother was out there somewhere. 
Shivering with cold, and afraid humans might see her, the girl 
hid under an upturned fishing boat. The lapping song of the sea 
lulled her to sleep.



The next morning, Fergus laid out the fur along with his other 
treasures. It was the best thing he had ever found. He wanted to 
show it to the children up in the village. He was sure that then they 
would be his friends.

Suddenly he heard a banging at the window behind him. 
“That is my skin!” cried a voice from outside.

Fergus swung round. A wild girl with seaweed in her 
hair was staring at him through the window. Again she 
banged on the glass, so hard Fergus was sure it would break. 

“I am a selkie,” she cried. “I can’t go home without my  
seal skin. Give it back to me!”



The girl ran into the room.
“You stole my seal skin!” 
Fergus stared at her. Could it be true? He had heard 

the stories of selkies – magical seals that could take off 
their skins and change into humans.  

“Stay!” he blurted out, the seal skin clutched behind 
his back. “Be my friend... please!”

The seal-girl shook her head. “I can’t,” she sobbed,  
“I live under the sea.”

“If you stay,” whispered Fergus, “after seven days,  
I’ll give the skin back.”

So the girl wiped her tears and nodded. “My name is 
Shonagh,” she said. 

“I’m Fergus,” he said, smiling.
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Janis Mackay is an award-
winning author, a storyteller 
and a creative writing tutor 
living in Edinburgh. She is 
the author of the Magnus Fin 
and the � e Accidental Time 
Traveller trilogies for 9–12 year 
olds as well as picture book � e 
Wee Seal.

Ruchi Mhasane has a masters 
degree in children’s book 
illustration from Cambridge 
School of Art. She now lives in 
India, where she grew up. She 
is the illustrator of My Luve’s 
Like a Red, Red Rose. 

“� is is a wonderful book about 
� nding friends and contentment – 

beautifully illustrated.”
– Juno magazine

“Janis Mackay’s thoughtful 
and touching retelling of 

this classic scottish folk tale 
is beautifully brought to life by 
Ruchi Mhasane’s illustrations, 

and the lyrical text makes 
this a wonderful story to 

read before bedtime.”
– ReadItDaddy

One day lonely Fergus � nds 
a beautiful fur blanket hidden 
on the beach. But he doesn’t 
know that his treasure belongs 
to someone else – a selkie girl 
has lost her seal skin and can’t 
go home to the sea without it.

Will Fergus give his new friend 
what she needs, and risk being 
lonely again?

“You stole my seal skin!”
Fergus stared at her. Could it be true? 
He had heard the stories of selkies – 

magical seals that could take off their seal skins 
and change into humans. 

“Stay!” he blurted out, the seal skin 
clutched behind his back. 

“Be my friend!”
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