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Case of the Cur
ious Coins

Report:
Coins are appearing on the floor overnight.

Problem:
The coins seem to have been stolen, but  
who steals money and then leaves it behind?

Theories:
Thief only cared about bank notes.  
Who needs pennies?
Colin nibbled through the thief's bag?  
There’s a hole in this theory! 
Thief is really clumsy. This one is tripping us up!
So... what next?

Answer:
???
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Some people think that museums are boring places.  

Glass cases. Old stuff. Dust.

Wrong.

Think more of 

and amazing objects found nowhere else in the world. 
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Then imagine that each thing in the museum has its own 

strange story. With secrets from the past to be uncovered. 

Codes to be cracked. Odd characters and their fiendish plans. 

Each one creating a job for a team of expert investigators: 

In this book you will find the Squad in the depths of the 

museum, somewhere in a maze of corridors and stairs. 

Today, like every day, they have  

a puzzle to solve…

MUSEUM 
MYSTERY 

SQUAD
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COLLECT  

THE COINS!
If Kennedy, Laurie and Nabster 
picked up all the      coins in 
their paths, who would have 
the correct change to buy Colin  
a bunch of carrots?

KENNEDY

NABSTER

LAURIE
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Answer at the back

30p
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Chapter 1 
In which there are inventions, 

robots and a possible thief

“Nearly there. Nearly there.”

Nabster was concentrating hard. He was using a 

screwdriver to make a final adjustment to his latest 

invention. 

The sound of heavy breathing wafted from the sofa. 

Laurie Lennox was in his usual place: almost invisible in 

his sleeping bag and almost unconscious. Beside the sofa 

stood his wardrobe rail with its vast selection of clothes 

and costumes. It was impossible to see which strange 

MMS 3 Coins layout.indd   11 15/06/2017   09:42:16



12

outfit Laurie had on today: in the sleeping bag he looked 

like a cross between a long cushion and a slug.

There was a third person in the hidden headquarters – 

 a room deep under the museum, tucked away down 

many stairs and along a confusing number of corridors. 

This person was quiet, like Laurie, but unlike Laurie she 

was very much awake. Kennedy Kerr had put her diary 

to one side and for once was focused on numbers, not 

words. Her jar of coins, which she had been filling for 

months, possibly years, had reached bursting point. Now 

as she sat in the Museum Mystery Squad’s headquarters, 

Long cushion Slug
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Kennedy was carefully counting the contents, stacking 

coins in neat piles. She was nearly finished, and was 

frowning from thinking so hard.

“There. That’s it,” said Nabster, putting down the 

screwdriver. “Now let’s try it out.” Mohammed McNab, 

or Nabster, was the Museum Mystery Squad’s technical 

expert. In the Squad headquarters, you would usually 

find him on the laptop searching for information which 

then appeared on the giant smartboard screen. If he 

wasn’t doing that he’d be making the 

team a hot chocolate with the voice-

activated drinks machine 

he’d created, or screwing 

things together, or taking 

the same things apart again,  
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or wondering whether these things might be better 

with a light, or a motor, or a helicopter rotor blade 

attached to them… 

To use the technical phrase, he was always fiddling 

about with stuff. 

Nabster proudly carried his new device to a small 

cage in the HQ. As he approached, a tiny nose appeared 
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from a heap of straw. It was Colin, the Museum Mystery 

Squad’s hamster. 

Colin was cute. Colin was furry. And often without 

realising it, Colin helped the team solve cases by 

thinking in a different way. If he could speak, he would 

probably say, “Without me, there wouldn’t even be a 

Museum Mystery Squad!” (However if Colin ever did 

utter even one word, he’d be whisked upstairs to the 

museum and put on display, because a talking hamster 

would be the freakiest exhibit EVER.) 

“Right, my friend,” said Nabster. “Let’s see what you 

make of this.”

Colin was about to receive a new toy.

Kennedy was sweeping together the 

last uncounted coins. “I’m nearly there.” 

“SHHH!”
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Nabster opened the cage door and, reaching in, 

carefully placed his invention inside. 

Colin sniffed around it. He looked uncertain 

about this new piece of equipment in his home. He 

sniffed some more. He seemed to be thinking, “I don’t 

remember ordering this.”

Then, catching a whiff of something all hamsters 

love to eat, his sniffs turned into deliberate nose-pokes.

There were four coloured buttons on the device. Red, 

blue, green and yellow. Each one did something different: 

• the red one turned on a light, 

• the blue one chimed a bell, 

• the green one spun a wheel, 

• and last but definitely not least, the yellow one 

popped out a tray with a little piece of carrot on it. 
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“The world’s first multi-sensory hamster 

amusement device!” announced Nabster grandly.
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said Kennedy again.

“We’d better be quiet,” said Laurie to Nabster.  

“She must be about to reach double figures.”

Kennedy glared at him from behind her coin towers.

Somehow, although he appeared to be asleep, Laurie 

always knew what was going on. “Maybe you could 

make me something now,” he said to Nabster. “Like a 

machine that fluffs up my cushions.”

 “If I did that, you’d never move at all,” said Nabster, 

“since cushion-fluffing is pretty much your only daily 

exercise.” 

“How about inventing something which can tell you 

how many coins are in a jar,” said Kennedy, who had 

finally finished counting.

“I could do that for you,” said Nabster, “as long as  

“SSSSHHHH!”

MMS 3 Coins layout.indd   18 15/06/2017   09:42:19



19

I got to keep half the cash at the end.” He was now back 

at his seat and tapping on the laptop. “Mind you, if we 

go upstairs you might find a machine that would do it 

for free. Look.”

Filling the smartboard screen was an ad for a new 

robot exhibition at the museum, showing a robot with 

a white head, disc-shaped eyes and a quirky mouth:

New Exhibition! 

The Robot Next Door

Meet an outstanding collection of the 

hyper-intelligent robots that will become 

part of everyday life in our future homes. 

MMS 3 Coins layout.indd   19 15/06/2017   09:42:19



20

“Looks great,” said Laurie. “There’s bound to be one 

that can count. What did your coins add up to, anyway?”

Kennedy was sweeping the money back into her jar. 

There was a pause. 

She scrunched up her eyes to remember… Then she 

buried her head in her hands and groaned: “Nooooo!” 

“You haven’t forgotten, have you?” Laurie grinned. 

Kennedy’s face reddened, almost matching her frizzy 

hair. “I didn’t write it down! All your chat distracted me!”

 Nabster looked a little guilty. “Maybe we should go 

upstairs and look for a counting robot,” he said. 

Laurie sat up and stretched. “Sounds like a plan. 

Now, what would be the best outfit to wear to a robot 

exhibition? Hmm…” He considered a few possibilities 

before picking out a silver shirt with a metallic sheen, 
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and a large pair of yellow headphones. With his big 

glasses on too, he looked as if he had a robot’s head. 

Somehow the overall effect was still good – just Laurie 

Lennox being himself. 

Kennedy stared at her jar and sighed.

The sound of an email appearing in the laptop inbox 

was the perfect way to cheer her up. The Squad often 

found out about a new mystery by email. 
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Dear Kennedy, Laurence and Mohammed,

I trust you are all well? I have a new job for you. 

Something strange is happening with money donated  

by visitors. We might have a thief – a clumsy one! 

Let me explain…

To: MMS@museums.co.uk
Subject: Investigation required

Sure enough, the new message was from Museum 

Director Magda Gaskar and it was asking for their help.
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