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Why does nobody want the mixter-maxter kitten?
The little stripey cat is on a journey. He is sent
from the farm to the city and passed from owner to
owner. No one seems to love him for just being him.
Once he moves into the tall house in Edinburgh and
ﬁnds his name — Mac — life gets more interesting.
He makes friends with two musical ladies next door
and discovers he likes Bach ... and cat treats. He
explores, and has many adventures.
Then, just when he starts to feel settled, unsettling
things start to happen. Will he ever ﬁnd someone to
love him for always?
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Words marked like this* are explained in
the glossary.
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1. Farm Kitten
Some time ago, on a farm near Edinburgh there
was a farmyard cat. She worked hard to keep the
rats away from the grain and all the food stored to
feed the animals. The farmer was glad.
“Good old Puss,” he said to the cat. “You help
me a lot.” And he scratched the cat’s head. One
cold January night, in a pile of straw in the old
byre, the cat gave birth to four beautiful kittens.
At least, three of them were beautiful.
The first was grey all over, except for a neat
bib of white. He was handsome and looked like a
bridegroom in a grey tailcoat.
“It would be nice to call him Bridegroom or
Prince, but I expect he will be called Smokey,”
said the farmer’s wife. “The postman wants a cat.
I must remember to tell him when he comes with
the letters tomorrow.”
The second was golden with delicate russet
stripes, like an autumn leaf.
“I think he should be called Maple,” said the
farmer’s wife. “But I expect he will be called
Marmalade or Ginger. The schoolteacher wants a
cat. I must remember to tell her when I take her
the sack of potatoes I promised.”
The third was all black.
“I should like to call him Kiwi,” said the farmer’s wife, who had a vivid imagination and enjoyed
giving her animals good names. “But I expect he
will be called Sooty.”
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“Old Jock at the sheep farm up the hill wants a
cat,” said the farmer.
“Good,” she replied, “I must remember to tell
him when I see him at the market next week.”
But the fourth kitten was a mixter-maxter* sort
of cat. He was black and dark brown and light
brown. He had some stripes going one way and
other stripes going another way. He had two white
paws and two brown paws. The stripes on his face
made a dark brown M on his forehead, and he
had a bib of white fur under his chin and a white
tummy.
“You’re a mongrel moggie, if ever I saw one,”
said the farmer’s wife. “What a brindled mixtermaxter cat you are! We’ll have trouble finding a
home for you.
Three people came to look at the kittens: the
postman, the schoolteacher and Old Jock from the
sheep farm up the hill.
The first cat was promised to the postman.
“Good! I always wanted a grey cat,” said Postie,
who wore a grey uniform himself. “When you come
to live with me I shall call you Smokey.”
The second cat was promised to the schoolteacher. “Good. I always wanted a ginger cat,”
said the schoolteacher, who had very ginger hair
herself. “When you come to live with me I shall call
you Ginger or maybe Marmalade.”
The third cat was promised to Old Jock at the
sheep farm up the hill.
“Good. I hope you are as good a mouser as your
mother is,” said Old Jock. “I have far too many
rats in my barn.” He looked at the all-black cat
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and then said with an air of discovery, “When you
come to live with me I think I’ll call you Sooty.”
But nobody wanted the brindled mixter-maxter
cat.
The farmer’s wife put a post card in the window
of the village shop. It read:

Free to good home

KITTEN
Will be excellent mouser
Apply to Robinsland Farm

But still nobody wanted the brindled mixtermaxter cat.
“Nobody loves me,” he thought. “The others all
have homes to go to.”
The Postie came to the farm every day to deliver
the mail. He always went to see Smokey and spent
a long time talking to him and cuddling him while
the farmer’s wife looked at all the bills that had
come in.
The schoolteacher brought all the children from
the village school to see Ginger. They laughed
when they heard that the kitten’s name was
Ginger, because privately they called the teacher
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Ginger. They liked her very much and were glad
that she had taken them to the farm to see her
new kitten.
Old Jock made an excuse to visit every day, but
everyone knew that it was to see Sooty. He brought
little titbits of rabbit or chicken. Sooty was too
young to eat food like that but his mother enjoyed
it while Old Jock gave Sooty a tickle under the
chin.
“Everyone has a visitor except me,” thought the
brindled mixter-maxter cat. He began to feel very
lonely and sad.
“Never mind,” said the farmer’s wife, who
had taken a liking to this funny looking kitten.
“Something will turn up. Remember, looks are not
everything.” And she picked up the little kitten
and stroked him.
“But it’s nice to be pretty,” said her daughter,
who was at the age when these things matter.
“Handsome is as handsome does,” said her
mother enigmatically. “Mark my words, that cat
has character. He will go far.” But she sighed all
the same.
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