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The Dragon Stoorworm was the very first, and the 
very worst, dragon ever to exist from the beginning 
of time. It was absolutely ginor mous and almost 
completely covered Scotland, from the top to the 
bottom, and all the way across from side to side. 



Soon after the Dragon Stoorworm arrived in Scotland, it had eaten whole 
herds of sheep, drunk dry most of the lochs, and burned half the crops 
with long flickers of flame that shot out of its mouth. It promised to stop 
if it could have just one delicious young person to eat every day, starting 
with the king’s daughter, the Princess Gemdelovely.

The king was very upset. He announced that he would give his sword, 
his kingdom and the hand of his daughter in marriage to anyone who 
could free Scotland from the Dragon Stoorworm.



Princess Gemdelovely said, “Papa, the sword 
and the kingdom are yours to give, but my hand 
belongs to me. I will choose the person I marry!” 

Many warriors came to the king to enquire 
about his sword and his kingdom and, after that, 
about the Princess Gemdelovely. They went to 
do battle with the Dragon Stoorworm, but they 
never came back. Sometimes a stirrup or helmet 
was found, which the Dragon Stoorworm had 
spat out on the shores of the loch. 
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The Dragon Stoorworm was the very first, and the 

very worst, dragon ever to exist from the beginning 

of time. It was absolutely ginormous and almost 

completely covered Scotland, from the top to the 

bottom, and all the way across from side to side.

All it wanted was just one delicious young person 

to eat every day, starting with the king’s  

daughter, the Princess Gemdelovely. ”
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Theresa Breslin is the critically 
acclaimed author of over 30 
books for children and young 
adults. Her work has been filmed 
for television, broadcast on radio,  
produced for the stage, and is 
read worldwide in numerous 
languages. Her novels have 
won many prizes including the 
Carnegie Medal. Floris Books 
publishes Theresa’s stunning 
collection An Illustrated Treasury 
of Scottish Folk and Fairy Tales 
and An Illustrated Treasury of 
Scottish Mythical Creatures, 
illustrated by artist Kate Leiper. 
She lives near Glasgow, Scotland.

Matthew Land is an illustrator 
currently living in Edinburgh. 
He graduated with a degree  
in illustration from University 
College Falmouth. He is also the 
illustrator of The 12 Days o Yule.
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“Utterly stunning artwork”
– ReadItDaddy

The Dragon Stoorworm was the 
very first, very worst dragon that 
ever lived. It was ginormous: 
almost as big as the whole of 
Scotland! 

Many warriors set out to battle  
the terrible dragon, but they did 
not return, until…

Gentle Assipattle is no warrior 
but maybe together, he and the 
King of Scotland’s daughter, 
Princess Gemdelovely, can free 
the country from the wrath of the 
Dragon Stoorworm.

This is a lively retelling of the 
traditional Scottish folk tale 
of the Dragon Stoorworm (or 
Mester Stoor Worm), adapted for 
a young audience. 
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