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Every loch in Scotland, however beautiful, has its dark cold depths.
And every loch in Scotland has its kelpie. 
But it’s easy to forget those dangers on a sunny afternoon. 
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One sunny Sunday, after lunch, the blacksmith’s children 
decided to play hide and seek by the loch near their village. 

The oldest brother, Fergus, strode ahead to carve his 
initials on a tall grey stone.

The youngest sister, Flora, covered her eyes and 
counted, “…ninety-nine, a hundred, coming ready or not!” 

But Flora didn’t find her sisters and brothers. Instead 
she found…
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“A horse! I found a beautiful white horse!” 
Her sisters and brothers rushed out of their hiding places to look. 

The most perfect horse they’d ever seen turned towards them and 
snickered softly.

“Who does it belong to?” asked Flora.
“It can’t be from a farm,” said Fergus, “not with that fancy saddle.” 
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Picture Kelpies

Lari Don has worked in politics 
and broadcasting, but is now a 
full-time writer and storyteller. 
She grew up in the north-east of 
Scotland, and lives in Edinburgh. 
She is the author of the 
Spellchasers trilogy, the Fabled 
Beasts Chronicles, The Tale of 
Tam Linn and many other books 
for children.

Philip Longson is an artist and 
illustrator based in Edinburgh. He 
studied at Edinburgh College of 
Art and has exhibited his work in 
shows from London to Edinburgh. 
Inspired by mythology and folk 
tales, his work often depicts 
fantastical or otherworldly stories. 
He is the illustrator of The Tale of 
Tam Linn.
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“Breathtaking illustrations.”
– Midwest Book Review

“A haunting picture book  
with a daring heroine.”

– Booklist

Flora is playing with her brothers 
and sisters by the loch when she 
notices a stunning white horse. 
While her siblings demand a 
chance to ride the beautiful 
animal, Flora is worried. Where 
has this strange horse come from? 
Why are its hoofprints wet?

Too late Flora realises this is no 
horse! It’s a kelpie: a shape-shifting 
water horse from Scottish folklore, 
known to steal children. Can Flora 
reveal the secret of the kelpie in 
time to save her family?

Every loch in Scotland, however beautiful,  
has its cold, dark depths.

And every loch in Scotland has its kelpie.
But it’s easy to forget those dangers  

on a sunny afternoon…

This magical adaptation of the traditional Scottish  
folk tale, by award-winning author Lari Don  
and illustrator Philip Longson, will capture  

any child’s imagination.

£6.99

9 7 8 1 7 8 2 5 0 2 5 2 4

ISBN 978-178250-252-4
10000

elpies
Picture

“Breathtaking”

SotK (2) UK cover_new dimensions.indd   1 12/04/2017   14:50:24


	Title
	Chapter 1



