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Robert the Bruce was shocked and angry. He knew
Scotland needed a leader, so he asked the country’s lords
to support him. In March 1306, at Scone Palace, he was
crowned King of Scotland.

Robert the Bruce lived 700 years ago.
He was descended from an ancient
Scottish king and was known for
his bravery.

In Robert’s time, the kingdoms of Scotland
and England were at war. When the old king
of Scotland died, King Edward I of England
invaded and tried to rule Scotland too.

Robert the Bruce believed that the Scottish
people should have their own king. He battled
King Edward in support of the famous freedom
fighter William Wallace. But in 1305 Wallace
was captured and Edward had him killed.

King Edward was furious and swore that he would conquer
Scotland completely. His army fought King Robert’s forces
and defeated them five times. Then, finally, at the Battle of
Methven, Edward attacked at night, taking the Scottish men
by surprise...

K

ing Robert looked over the battlefield at Methven.
There had been a fierce but short fight, and now the
English soldiers were capturing the last of his small
army. The cries of the injured and imprisoned men left Robert
sad at heart: the battle was lost. This was the sixth time he had
been defeated.
“Ride, Sire!” urged John, his trusted steward. “If you are
caught, we can never win!”
The king swung onto his horse. “I will return!” he shouted,
as he galloped away.

King Robert the Bruce waited through the
long, dark night. Then just before dawn,
he noticed a spider hanging from the
cave mouth on a length of silvery silk...
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