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Provenance
Scotland’s folklore has many stories about
fairies. Music, lost time and bargaining with
fairies are common elements. The Fairy Song
draws particularly on ‘The Tramp and the
Boots’ as told by Scottish Traveller Duncan
Williamson in The Coming of the Unicorn,
edited by Linda Williamson (Floris Books),
and on ‘The Humph at the Fit o the Glen
and the Humph at the Heid o the Glen’
from The Last of the Tinsmiths:
The Life of Willie MacPhee,
edited by Sheila Douglas (Birlinn).
‘I Dream’d I Lay’ is a song by Scotland’s
favourite poet‚ Robert Burns.
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Rose lived with her parents in a small house in the forest.
From dawn to dusk the three cut wood and collected
sticks to sell at market. They were very poor.

Rose longed for laughter and play, and she loved
roses – the flowers that shared her name. But her
parents were so worried about earning enough money
for food that they couldn’t think about anything else.
When neighbouring children came to the house,
Rose’s father sent them away. “There’s no time for play,
Rose has sticks to bundle,” he said.
And when Rose asked if she could clear a patch of
ground to plant wild roses, her mother said, “Rose,
my darling lass, we can’t eat flowers.”

One Midsummer’s Day, Rose
hears beautiful music. She
follows it through the trees to
a grassy hill, where a flurry
of fairies bursts from a tiny
door! Rose gladly joins their
enchanting party. Will she ever
want to leave?
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An enchanting new fairy tale inspired
by the folklore of Scotland.

Inspired by traditional Scottish
stories of fairy folk, celebrated
storyteller Janis Mackay weaves
a magical tale that will capture
any child’s imagination.
Ruchi Mhasane’s delightful
illustrations sparkle with
colour and joy.

JANIS MACKAY

Ruchi Mhasane is an
Indian illustrator and artist
who studied illustration at
Cambridge School of Art
in England. Her picture
books include My Luve’s
Like a Red, Red Rose, a
children’s version of the
Robert Burns poem,
and The Selkie Girl. Ruchi
lives and works in India.

The singing was coming from under the hill!
Rose pressed her ear to the mossy grass.
She had never heard such wondrous music.

Rose and her parents live in
the forest, gathering firewood
to take to market. Life is hard,
but, although Rose longs for
friendship and flowers, she still
sings cheerfully.

THE FAIRY SONG

Janis Mackay is a Scottish
storyteller and prize-winning
children’s author. Her novels
include the Magnus Fin
trilogy, and Scottish
Children’s Book Award
winner The Accidental Time
Traveller. Her picture books
include The Wee Seal and
much-loved folk tale The
Selkie Girl, created with
Ruchi Mhasane. Janis lives
in Edinburgh, Scotland.
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