
Teachers’ Resource Pack

Includes resources on:
• Writer’s craft
• Talking and Listening activities
• Creative writing projects
• Cross-curricular links (including art, social studies, modern 

languages, science, Rights education)
• Photocopiable activities for the classroom or library



About Secrets of the Last Merfolk
“One of the swimmers plunged underwater with a flick of his 
long, dolphin-like tail. The other followed, sending an arc of spray 
shooting upwards, tail slapping against the choppy waves.”
In the quiet Scottish seaside village of Dunlyre, Finn is enduring a 
winter holiday with his annoying new stepmother, wishing things 
could go back to how they were, while Sage is enjoying her new 
home, wishing things would stay as they are.
Finn has seen mysterious swimmers in the Firth late at night. 
Then, from the clifftop, first Sage, then Finn, hears an eerie song. 
Could the local legend of merfolk living amid the waves actually be 
true? When the new friends meet the magical sea-people, they are 
amazed and impressed, but the merfolk are hiding a secret. The two human children must 
put aside their own problems and help in the battle against the young merfolk’s ancient 
underwater enemy before the last of their kind are lost forever.
From the author of the much-loved Guardians of the Wild Unicorns, Secrets of the Last 
Merfolk is an exciting fantasy adventure that reimagines the mythical sea-people as 
powerful, proud and fearless.

About the author          
Lindsay Littleson was a primary school teacher in Renfrewshire for many years, but 
now writes full-time. In early 2014 she won the Kelpies Prize for new Scottish writing 
for children with her first children’s novel, The Mixed-Up Summer of Lily McLean and 
the sequel The Awkward Autumn of Lily McLean. Lindsay has also written two historical 
novels for children, A Pattern of Secrets, set in Victorian Paisley, and The Titanic Detective 
Agency. Guardians of the Wild Unicorns was published by Floris Books in 2019 and was 
nominated for the Carnegie Medal. Secrets of the Last Merfolk, her latest novel with Floris 
Books, will be published in July 2021.
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Pre-reading activities
Group Discussion

 Look at the title font and the cover art. 
 Where and when do you think this story might be set?  

Give reasons for your answers. 

  Does the cover artwork give you any information about 
the characters?  
If so, what does it tell you?

Vocabulary Development
 Define merfolk -Write a definition of ‘merfolk’ in your own words. 

 Look up the dictionary meaning for ‘merfolk’.

 Find a synonym for ‘merfolk’.  
You can use the same process for any other unfamiliar words you come across while 
reading! Use the space below to keep track:

Personal Connections: 

 Discuss with a partner – If you’ve been to the seaside, what did you do there? 
If you’ve not been yet, what would you like to do most if you visited the beach? 

 Have you ever been involved in a kayaking or wild swimming type activity? If 
so, share your experiences with the class.

Word:           

Definition:          

           

Synonyms:          

           

(There’s a printable word/definition/synonym sheet is at the back of the 
resource pack.)
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Predictions: 
 Looking only at the front cover, what do you think this book might be about?
 Now read the blurb at the back of the book. What do you feel about it? What 

kind of things are you now expecting to see inside the book? What questions 
do you have?

 Make a prediction about something you think might happen in the story. 
Write your prediction on a slip of paper and post in a box. Open the box when 
you reach the end of the story!

Design a new cover 
 Read the blurb on the book cover again and use it to help you create a brand 

new cover design.

 Decide what text should go on the front, the back and the spine.
 Next draw a rough design. 
 Choose a colour scheme. Think of the title of the book. What colours might 

suit the theme?

 Lay out your paper for the cover using the template on the next page and 
remember that the left will be the back and the right will be the front when it 
is folded onto the book. 

I predict that          
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Prologue
Writer’s Craft: Similes and Metaphors

 Her courage began to skitter away, a fish fleeing a shark.
 Her fingers tingled, like a jelly fish sting without the pain.
 Which do you think is more effective, the simile or the metaphor? Why? 

              
              
              
              

 What do the simile and metaphor have in common? Why do you think the 
author has chosen to use them?
              
              
              

 Finish each sentence with an effective simile or metaphor of your own.

Her courage began to skitter away        

Her fingers tingled           

Challenge 
 Scan the prologue to find one other example of a simile.

              
              
              



8

Chapter 1
Read Chapter 1 and answer the questions  

1. She beamed at him, weirdly determined to keep up a friendly facade in the face 
of seething hatred.

 Write some phrases from the text that show the dislike Finn has for  his 
stepmother Lizzy. 
              
              
              
              
              
              

2. Why do you think Finn hates Lizzy so much? Going on your first impressions 
of her, is he being fair? Write your opinion, backed up by evidence from the 
text,  and then discuss with your partner. 
              
              
              
              
              
              

3. When Finn gets out of the car, he is in a very bad mood. Write the two phrases 
used by the author to show that Finn feels even the weather is out to get him.
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5. What is your initial opinion of Finn? Can you identify with him at all? Give 
reasons for your answer.
              
              
              
              
              
              

6. What are your initial reactions to events in this chapter? Give reasons for your 
answer.
              
              
              
              
              
              
              

Music challenge
   Listen to these 6 pieces of classical music inspired by the sea.  Which one do 

you feel is most effective at evoking the sea in bad weather? 
 https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/3Fm3H66YnxNZslLrSX3mMvh/

top-six-sea-pieces 
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Chapter 2
Drawing a Setting
On the shore, far below, the sea sucked at the rocks. In the distance, on the cliff ’s edge, 

the ruined Dunlyre Castle was a black silhouette against a pale sky.

 Use this description to draw a picture of the view from Cliff Lodges 

Health and Well Being Activity: Emotion walk
Then her tummy began to churn and her muscles tensed, like they did during the first 

day in a new school.
 Have you ever been the only new person in school or elsewhere? If not, use  

your imagination and think about how that might feel.
 As a class, discuss and name possible emotions.  Pupils walk around the room.  

When the teacher calls out one of these emotions, the pupils change their walk  
accordingly.

 Have a circle time to talk about strategies the class or group could use to make 
a new person feel welcome and included.
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Chapter 3
Read Chapter 3 and answer the questions 

1. Do you think Lizzy’s concern about Finn’s injury is genuine or faked? Why?
              
              
              
              
              
              

 
2.  Discuss with the group what you think these words mean. Use a dictionary to 

find and write the meanings. Can you think of a good synonym for each word?
 

 WORD    MEANING   SYNONYM
 undulating            
 synchronised           
 undeterred           

Drama Activity: Hot Seating
 Now we have more information about Finn, we can try and put ourselves in 

his shoes. 
 Sitting in a semi-circle, one pupil plays Finn and the other pupils question him 

about his background, feelings, behaviour and motivation. Take turns in the 
hot seat. 
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Chapter 4
Writer’s Craft

Sage approached the ruined castle, perched like a giant crow right on the edge of the 
cliff. As she stepped into its shadow, a chilly feeling of impending danger crept over her 

like fog. From here, the cliff face looked steep, the winding path leading down to the 
beach dangerous, slippery with snow…

A movement above her caught her eye and she glanced up at the ruined tower. It was 
only a raven, flapping its oil-black wings as it came in to roost, but it was enough to 

make her lose her footing, and she slipped, and went over the edge.

 Read this description of Sage’s fall and highlight some interesting verbs, 
adjectives and figurative language. 

 Rewrite this passage, changing the words and phrases you have highlighted for 
those of your own choice. Try to maintain a sense of drama and tension.
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              

Challenge

 Use your imagination to add detail of your own to the description. 



13

Chapter 5
Health and Well Being Activity 

As he skidded down the steep hill towards the harbour, pain gripped his insides like a 
vice and tears nipped his eyes, salty as seawater…

… He leant over the wall, gasping for breath, trying to figure out why he hurt so much. 
It wasn’t a stitch, it cut deeper than that. It felt like homesickness.

Authors prefer to show rather than tell when they are describing how a character is 
feeling. In this scene, Finn is clearly feeling very upset and unhappy. 

 Discuss with the group all the reasons he is feeling this way and create a 
list of strategies he could use to help him feel better. You will find some 
useful strategies on page 5 of this website. https://classroom.kidshealth.org/
classroom/3to5/problems/emotions/sad.pdf

Challenge
 Write a letter to Finn suggesting one or two strategies which you think might 

be most effective in helping him cope with sadness. Tell him why you think 
they might work.

Drawing
 Using details from the text, draw what Finn sees through the harbour’s 

telescope.
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Chapter 6
Read Chapter 6 and answer the questions  

1. Find two similes the author uses to show that Finn is angry at the beginning of 
the chapter.
              
              
              
              
 

2.  Why does Sage decide not to leave?
              
              
              

Health and Well Being: Calming Strategies
 In the group, discuss strategies that help to calm us down when we feel 

annoyed or angry. Practise one or two strategies; listen to a piece of calming 
music, focus on deep breathing, do some yoga stretches or mindful colouring. 
There are some lovely sea-themed examples here. https://www.gov.scot/
publications/marine-scotland-colouring-in-pictures-and-activities/

Personal Connections
Sage is a healing herb. Finn means fair and is of Irish origin. 

 Does your first name have a special meaning? Do some research to find out.

Challenge
 Find out some interesting information about dolphins and create a colourful 

and attractive dolphin fact file.
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Chapter 7
The Legend of Cianalus 

Read from...
 The story of the merfolk of Cianalas begins in the Land Time, when human beings 

lived in caves and hunted woolly mammoths, and merfolk didn’t exist…
To... 

…They remember all the tragedies they’ve experienced in the past. And they live in 
terror that one day Easgann Mor will find them.

 Use A3 paper to create a storyboard of the legend with text, illustrations, 
speech bubbles and captions. 

 Discuss an effective way telling the legend to an audience. Could you use 
storytelling with props, a short film, animation, shadow puppets?

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8
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Chapter 7
Same Story/Different Perspective
Read from...

 Legend says they asked a human for help once, long ago, and it ended badly…
    To…
 He left the merfolk to their terrible fate.

 Retell this story from the fisherman’s point of view. Remember to use powerful 
verbs and dramatic imagery to build tension.

 For six nights, while I was outside mending my nets, I heard singing coming  
 from the rocky shore, but was too afraid to take a closer look. On the seventh  
 night, I dared to approach the rocks…       
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Chapter 8
Writer's Craft
Read from, ‘Finn flipped over and started to swim back towards the shore...’ to the 
end of Chapter 8.
1. The sea was winning.
 Why do you think the author has used a short sentence here?

              
              
              

2. Make a list some of the energetic verbs the author uses to build tension and 
drama in this scene.
              
              
              

3. Rewrite this extract using alternative verbs and adjectives which maintain the 
author’s style and tone.

Hardly visible in the churning sea, a grey-black tail thrashed. Terror surged through 
Finn, as he recalled the massive thing he’d seen from the boat. In the murky depths he 

glimpsed another tail, flicking back and forth in the cloudy water.
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Chapter 9
Drawing
…when Sage put on her coat to go home at lunchtime, her fingers brushed against the 
cockle shell in her pocket, and even though she didn’t really believe in merfolk, in her 
imagination she was in her kayak, paddling through sun-dappled waves, surrounded 

by beautiful, golden-haired creatures, all splashing their sparkly-scaled, iridescent tails 
in delight, overwhelmed with gratitude that she’d returned their precious treasure.

 Draw the scene Sage is imagining, using the details in the text.

Inferential Questions
And when she’d put on the flotation device and it had fitted perfectly, it had seemed 
meant, as if she were Cinderella and the device was her glass slipper.
1. Why do you think Sage makes this comparison? Explain your answer. 

              
              

2. Why do you think Sage enjoys going out in her kayak so much?
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Chapter 10
Writer’s Craft

But logic didn’t seem to apply here.  
Real life and story were blending like a river meeting the sea.

1.  Explain why the author has used this simile. Do you think it’s effective? Why/
why not?
              
              
              

2.  Find and write two phrases the author uses to show that Sage is feeling excited.
              
              
              

3.  Rewrite this extract using alternative adjectives, verbs and adverbs (synonyms 
where possible) which maintain the author’s style and tone.

Then a tiny, iridescent bubble formed on the ball, floated lazily to the surface and 
popped. Another followed, and another, until thousands of tiny bubbles were fizzing, 

turning still water into sparkling. As the bubbles swirled and popped, the water 
began to froth, lapping against the sides of the glass like miniature waves, its colour 

transformed from clear to a luminous emerald.
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Chapter 11
Drawing

 Read this description of Duncan McPherson, and any others you can find in 
this chapter. Draw a picture of McPherson and surround it with adjectives 
which describe both his physical appearance and personality. 

 ...he stood in the middle of the room, hands on his hips, smiling that attractive 
dimpled grin. He looked rather like Prince Eric in the Little Mermaid movie...

Definitions
 Discuss with the group what you think these words mean. Use a dictionary to 

find and write their meanings.  

 WORD    MEANING   
 medieval            
 philistine            
 manatee            
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Chapter 11
Discussion: Gender Stereotyping

 Read Ava’s account about what happened in Santa’s Grotto and have a class 
discussion about gender stereotyping of toys. 

 Ava grinned, delighted. “Santa said I couldn’t have a Spider-Man toy, because 
they were in the boy’s pile, but Lizzy told him he was a ‘seck-sist git’.  

She gave Santa a big row!

1.  Why are toys often marketed as ‘for boys’ and ‘for girls’?
              
              
              
              

2.  What are the possible implications of having gendered toys?
              
              
              
              

Dragon’s Den Activity
 Create an inclusive advert. 

https://www.lettoysbetoys.org.uk/resources/lesson-plan-for-upper-ks2/

Challenge
 Do some research into Doggerland, the massive landmass that once connected 

Europe to Britain. Find out about what happened to it, and the reasons why. 
Present your information on a poster or Powerpoint.
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Chapter 12 
Inferential Quesions
1.  Sage has told quite a few lies to her parents so far! Why do you think the lie 

about Grace being her friend feels ‘sour on her tongue’?
              

2.  Discuss with a partner: What do you predict will happen when Sage finds out 
Finn’s Dad is involved in the harbour development?

The Golden Rules of Dialogue
1. All dialogue must be contained in quotation marks.
2. Before the end of the quotation marks, you must punctuate ( , ! ? . )
3. New speaker, new line.
4. Include dialogue tags where necessary – who said what and how.

 Use highlighters to mark examples of where the author has kept the golden 
rules of dialogue. If she has broken any, can you explain why?

 Discuss the purpose/s of this dialogue. Remember… In a story, dialogue 
should do one, if not all, of the following:

1.  Reveal characters’ relationships to one another.
2.  Move the story forward.
3. Increase the tension.

 She looked around. “Have to say, if there are any merfolk about, they’re doing an 
impressive job of staying hidden.”
 “Or maybe we were right with the ‘We’re Both Going Crazy’ theory.” Finn tugged 
off his swim hat and goggles and grinned at her. “Right, let’s explore the bay. No stone 
or shell unturned. We should split up. I’ll go this way, you go the other. Course, most 
horror films start like this…”
 “Bog off and find us some merfolk. And a flock of puffins would be handy while 

you’re at it.”
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Chapter 13 
Writer’s Craft

If it wasn’t for the ripples in the rock pool made by their flicking tails, the two 
merchildren would have been almost impossible to spot. Their camouflage was 

incredibly effective, their grey-green skin merging seamlessly with the lichen blooming 
on the rocks. Their wet, straggly hair hung to their shoulders, the texture and colour of 
seaweed. As she drew nearer, she could see their pointed chins and wide eyes the colour 

of green sea-glass.

 List some words and phrases used by the author in this passage which you 
think are particularly effective in describing the appearance of the two 
merchildren. 
              
              

 Use the description in the text to draw the merchildren.

Challenge
 Use the information in the text and online research to create a fact sheet about 

otters-include at least 5 interesting facts!
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Chapter 14 
Opinions
Duncan McPherson and Finn’s dad want to create a harbour development at 
Dunure. Lizzy and Sage’s family believe he’s in the wrong.

 Give reasons for their different opinions in the two columns. 

In Support of the Development Against the Development

 Who do you think has the better argument? State the reason for your point of 
view.
              
              
              

Drama Activity: Conscience Alley
 Create two lines; each line taking an opposing viewpoint. One pupil is chosen 

to walk between the two lines as each side voices their thoughts. This pupil 
then has to decide what their decision will be. https://dramaresource.com/
conscience-alley/
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Chapter 15
Creating Suspense
 When she looked behind, the blood in her veins ran cold. Finn was no longer 
swimming in her wake. He was nearby, but heading in the wrong direction. It was as if 
he was being dragged out to sea.
 “Finn!” Horror was constricting her throat and the word came out as a choked 
gasp. She heard a shout, shredded by the wind. And then the kayak began to turn. 

 Highlight some of the words and phrases the author uses to build tension and 
suspense. What is the effect of the final, short sentence?

 Using one of the scenarios below as inspiration, write a short dramatic scene, 
using  powerful verbs and dramatic imagery to build tension. 

 Your character has accepted a dare to enter a creepy, derelict house.
          Your character is swimming when they realise a shark is in the water.
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Chapter 16
Writer’s Craft
Read from... 
 And then the nightmare became real …
 To…
 Easgann Mor’s head slid below the surface.

1.  Make a list some of the adjectives and energetic verbs the author uses to build 
tension and drama in this scene.
              
              
              
              

2. Find and write two similes used by the author in this chapter. Highlight the 
simile you think is more effective and explain why.
              
              
              
              

Challenge
She looks like a conger, and conger eels are deep-sea dwellers. They live on shipwrecks 

and dark, underwater caves.
 Find 3 more facts about conger eels. Share them with the class.

1.               
2.               
3.               



27

Chapter 17
Drama Activity: Freeze Frame Tableau
In this technique, pupils establish still images with their bodies to represent a scene. 
There’s more information on this website: https://dramaresource.com/tableaux/

When she jumped out of the kayak, her legs wobbled, weak with relief to be on land. 
She dragged the kayak across the rocks to where Finn was sitting. Pain was etched on 
his face, and his big toe was a bloody, shredded mess. Traigh and Muir were hugging 
the traumatised merchild and singing a song Sage had heard before. As she watched, 
Cuan’s wailing faded to hiccups and one small fist uncurled, revealing a tiny starfish.
Then, as the merchildren kept singing, Finn’s injury began to heal over. Sage saw the 
ripped skin knitting together and smoothing over, leaving only a small, reddish scar. 
The amazement on Finn’s face was funny to watch: his mouth a perfect circle, eyes 

bulging like a frog’s.

 In groups, devise a tableau of this scene from Chapter 17. Think about how 
each character is feeling and why. Use body language and facial expression to 
try and convey their different emotions.

Chapter endings.
End of Chapter 16: 
The monster lunged again, and Cuan shrieked, a high-pitched, terrified wail.
End of Chapter 17: 
Sage’s hand flew to her mouth, stifling a gasp of horror. Mol let the man drown?

 Discuss why you think the author has ended the chapters at those points. 
Why has she made the decision not to finish the scene in Chapter 16? 
What is the difference between the two chapter endings? 
Which do you think is more effective- a twist ending or a cliffhanger?
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Chapter 18
Creating a Character
Traigh (Try) – beach                   Muir (Moor) – sea
Cuan (Koo-an) – ocean               Tonn – wave
Mol – shingle (as a noun); and praise, pay tribute (as a verb)
Bairlinn – breaker

 Only a few of the merfolk are described and named in the novel. Use your 
imagination to describe the appearance and character traits of another 
member of the merfolk.
              
              
              
              
              
              

Challenge
 Can you give your character an appropriate Gaelic name?
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Chapter 19
Acrostic Poem
Read from
 The deeper they went, the dimmer and greener the light gleamed…
To
 …a small squat lobster peering from the crevice of a rock, its claws snapping 
aggressively.

 Write an acrostic poem, Undersea, based on this description and your own 
imagination. 

 U             
 N             
 D             
 E             
 R             
 S             
 E             
 A             

Art/Design: Scratch Art
 As Finn watched, mesmerised, the ship glowed, luminous in the dim, grey-

green light of the Undersea. On the deck, the anemones’ waving tentacles 
emitted an iridescent gleam and the barnacles on the hull turned neon-blue. 
The eel’s skin glistened like mercury…

 Follow the instructions on this website to create a glowing underwater scene. 
https://www.firstpalette.com/craft/scratch-art.html

Music
 Using instruments, create a musical map of the characters’ undersea  journey 

to the shipwreck, using a range of untuned and tuned instruments to create 
contrasting sounds – for example: clicking castanets for the lobster claws, 
ocean drum for tidal rhythms…
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Chapter 20
Inferential Questions

Sage chose her words carefully. “I feel sorry for them. Change is hard.”
“Maybe the merfolk would be happier if they accepted that they can’t go back to how 

things were, but they can make the most of how things are.”

1.  What do you think  is the real reason for Sage making these comments?
              
              

He already seems different, Sage thought. More confident. Almost happy.
2.  Why do you think Traigh is feeling and behaving so differently now?

              
              

Creating Dialogue
 Remember the 4 Golden Rules!

1. All dialogue must be contained in quotation marks.
2. Before the end of the quotation marks, you must punctuate ( , ! ? . )
3. New speaker, new line.
4. Include dialogue tags where necessary – who said what and how.

She paused, and watched her brother zooming along the path, arms outstretched. 
“There’s something I need to tell you about Taj.”

 On the back of this page, continue Sage’s conversation with Kate and Zara. 
How do you think they will react to the news that Taj is being bullied at school 
and hasn’t told them? 
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Chapter 21 
Writing a Persuasive Letter

 Write the letter Finn’s Dad may have read aloud to the South Ayrshire 
Planning Committee, telling them about the information he has received from 
the Wildlife Trust about otters in the Dunlyre area. 

 Use emotive language to try and to persuade the committee to take action to 
stop McPherson. Remember to use transition words and phrases (to begin 
with, therefore, in addition to, finally). 

To the Committee Members,
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              

        Yours sincerely,
                                      Tom Robertson
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Chapter 21 
Read Chapter 21 and answer the questions 
Lizzy smiled at him, and he smiled back, feeling lighter, as if he’d had weights tied to his 

body and they’d been taken away. 
1.  Why do you think Finn is feeling lighter?

              
              

2.  Find evidence in the text  to show that Finn’s feelings towards Lizzy have 
changed.
              
              
              
              

Art Activity: Silhouettes at Sunset
Finn and Sage looked towards the horizon, where the sun was sinking into a sea of 

molten gold, and two distant fishtailed figures splashed in the waves.

 Paint your sunset at sea, using this photo as inspiration. You could use water 
colours and blend the colours, or you could use pastels and smudge the 
colours together. Sketch your silhouettes of the fishtailed figures on black 
paper or draw them using black oil pastels.



33

During Reading Activity 
Create Fact Files

 As you read each chapter, add to these fact files for the two main characters.

Full Name

Age

Hair Colour

Parent Info

Friends

Hobbies

Personality

Names

Full Name

Age

Hair Colour

Parent Info

Friends

Hobbies

Personality

Names
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During Reading Activity
Summarising

 What has happened so far?

              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              

 What has happened so far?
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After Reading Activity
Link Maker

 Discuss the novel in small group of 4/6 pupils. 

 Find a part of the novel that links with your own lives. It could be a character, 
an event or a place in the book.

 Complete the boxes.

What happens in the 
book:

Who it links to: How it links:
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Cross Curricular Links:
Art & Design

Underwater torch scene
 Watch how to create your scene on this youtube clip, or follow the instructions 

below:

1. Place a piece of white card under a clear ziplock bag, so you can see 
clearly when you draw on the bag. 

2. Draw your undersea creatures,  seaweed and rocks on to the plastic 
bag, using a black Sharpie. Colour your picture using Sharpies.

3. Place a piece of black card inside the bag, trimming the card to fit if 
necessary.

4. Draw a torch,  leaving the light beam white. Cut out your torch.
5.  Put the torch beam between the bag and the black card and move it 

around to explore under the sea.

Clay Modelling
 Create a clay model of one of the merfolk or of the rockpool, decorated with 

seaweed, shells and starfish. 

Other Ideas
There are several other ideas for underwater art on this Pinterest board, including 
oil-pastel jellyfish,  tinfoil rubbing to create fish scale texture, collage seahorses and 
salt dough starfish. 

If you create any fabulous sea-themed pictures or models I would love to add them 
to the board!

https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DFY6lEpsZHDs
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/lindsaylittleso/secrets-of-the-lost-merfolk/
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Cross Curricular Links:
Social Studies

Mapping Ideas
The setting of Secrets of the Last Merfolk is based on the fishing village of Dunure, 
near Alloway in South Ayrshire. Part of the way through the novel, Dunure became 
the fictional village of Dunlyre, as although the harbour, castle, cafe and school all 
exist in the real-life village, Whin Bay and the Grey Isle are made-up places. 

 You could create your own simple map of the story’s setting, based on a map of 
Dunure, with the additional fictional landmarks!

 Or you could draw a map of a setting for a story from your imagination, like 
this one from my novel Guardians of the Wild Unicorns.

 Inspirational Island maps are fun to do and a great way to plan a fantasy story. 
Here’s an example of one.
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Persuasive Writing
 The castle at Dunure has a fascinating and rather gory history! 

 Your task is to create a leaflet persuading people with an interest in Scottish 
history to visit the Dunure area. You need to tell them about several places of 
historical interest to visit and suggest other activities they might do in the area. 

Success Criteria:
I can:

 Take notes that I can use to help me to plan my leaflet

 Discuss the elements of an effective persuasive leaflet after examining and 
comparing some commercially made leaflets

 Create a persuasive leaflet with an attractive layout that incorporates text 
details and research skills 

Note taking:

Places of historical interest to visit in the 
Dunure area

What do I want/need to know about this 
place of interest?
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 Using your left column notes as a starting point, decide what else you want/
need to know about places to visit.

 Fill in the right hand column on your page of notes.

 Do some research in books and the internet and/or on a class trip to gather the 
information you need. 

 Examine some commercially made leaflets and discuss audience, content and 
layout.

 Plan your own leaflet carefully.

Think PALL: Purpose, Audience, Language, Layout.
 Purpose: What are you trying to do? What is your goal?

 Audience: Who is your leaflet aimed at?
 Language: What language features will you use? e.g. slogans, alliteration, 

adjectives, commands.
 Layout: How are you going to set out your leaflet? What colours, pictures and 

graphics will you use?

Useful websites

https://www.visitscotland.com/info/towns-villages/dunure-p244621

https://www.lonelyplanet.com/scotland/south-ayrshire/top-things-to-do

https://www.south-ayrshire.gov.uk/tourism-and-visitor-attractions/

https://www.visitscotland.com/info/towns-villages/dunure-p244621
https://www.lonelyplanet.com/scotland/south-ayrshire/top-things-to-do
https://www.south-ayrshire.gov.uk/tourism-and-visitor-attractions/


40

Cross Curricular Links:
Modern Languages

Scots
Finn remembers his Gran using words and phrases in Scots.     

What’s fur ye, wull no’ go by ye.
Och, look at the way the wean’s eyes light up when she sees you, Finn! The rest of us 
might think you’re a pain in the bahookie, but that wee yin thinks you’re God’s gift.

 This poem by William Soutar is written in Scots. 

The Sea-Shell English Translation: 
Listen! for a lost world maunners here                  
Frae the cauld mou o’ a shell;                              
And sae far awa the blufferts blare                      
And the sea-birds skreel:                                     
And the wail o’ women alang yon shore       
Whaur the swaw comes rowin in;                      
And the swurly waters whummlin owre          
The cry o’ the sailor-men.             

Listen! For a lost world echoes here
From the cold mouth of a shell;
And so far away the rough winds roar 
And the sea-birds scream. 
And the lament of women along that shore
Where the waves come rolling in;
And the swirling waters overwhelming
The cry of  the sailor-men. 

 As a class, create a small glossary of Scots words, using words you know and 
some from the poem. When you have a useful list, create a short sea-themed 
poem in Scots. 

Gaelic
In Secrets of the Last Merfolk, the merfolk have Gaelic names.

 Go on this website and choose a topic that interests you. https://go-gaelic.scot/
topics/

 Learn a few words and/or phrases in Gaelic and teach them to the rest of the 
class.

%20https://go-gaelic.scot/topics/
%20https://go-gaelic.scot/topics/
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Cross Curricular Links:
Science

Conservation / marine life
In Secrets of the Last Merfolk, Sage pretends that she has been asked to complete a 
personal research task about puffins. 

 Can you succeed in completing the challenge about a Scottish seabird or 
marine animal? With a partner, put together a Powerpoint presentation telling 
the rest of the class about your chosen bird or animal.

 Consider habitat, diet, lifespan, size, threats.  Mention any current projects 
aimed at protecting your animal or bird. Is the work making a difference?

 Is there anything you or your class could do to help? Discuss the possibilities.

The Arran Coast Merpack
https://www.arrancoast.com/merpack-marine-education-resource-pack/ 
This Marine Education Resource Pack is fabulous and has been designed to develop 
pupils’ knowledge and skills through raising their awareness and encouraging them 
to take responsibility for the seas around us. It contains both classroom and shore-
based activities. 

 The Pressures on our Seas pack is particularly relevant and useful to the 
themes in Secrets of the Last Merfolk, but the packs are all brilliant and come 
complete with Powerpoints and activity sheets and teachers notes. Highly 
recommended!

Science: Saltwater experiment
https://www.saltassociation.co.uk/wp/wp-content/uploads/York_KS2_d1v3.gp_.pdf

 Complete Activity 3, which involves separating salt from brine by evaporation 
to produce a reversible change.  

https://www.arrancoast.com/merpack-marine-education-resource-pack/%09
https://www.saltassociation.co.uk/wp/wp-content/uploads/York_KS2_d1v3.gp_.pdf
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Cross Curricular Links:
Technology

Creating a Book Trailer
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-resources/book-reviews-and-trailers-
on-film

 These lessons are aimed at secondary schools but they are  brilliant source of 
practical advice, information and inspiration, to help you create an exciting 
book trailer for Secrets of the Last Merfolk.

Creating a video ‘documentary’
Scottish legends include many stories of water dwelling mythical creatures, 
including selkies, kelpies and water wraiths.

Research Task: Scottish myths and Legends
 Watch the video clip Were Dragons Real?  

 With a partner, choose a Scottish myth with a sea/water connection.
 Write a short report about your chosen mythical creature in a documentary 

style. 

 Create a storyboard for your documentary. Use your storyboard to create a 
video.  

https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-resources/book-reviews-and-trailers-on-film
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-resources/book-reviews-and-trailers-on-film
https://www.literacyshed.com/the-myths-and-legends-shed.html
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Cross Curricular Links:
Myths & Legends

The Ceasg (kee-ask)
In Scottish folklore, the Ceasg is said to have the upper half of a beautiful woman 
and the tail of a salmon. She could be found in the sea, rivers and streams, and if she 
was captured, she had the ability to grant three wishes.
In the legends, the Ceasg never stayed on land forever, but always returned to the 
sea. 

 Use A3 paper to create a comic strip featuring  the Ceasg. Include text,  
illustrations and speech bubbles. 

1. 2. 3.

One evening, a 
fisherman was hauling in his 
nets when to his astonishment 
he realised that he’d caught a 
Ceasg.

He asked if she would grant 
him three wishes, and she 
agreed. 

4. 5. 6.
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Cross Curricular Links:
Myths & Legends

The Selkie
The selkie is a mythological creature who can take both the form of a seal and of a 
human. In the legends, a man often steals the female selkie’s seal skin and coerces 
or tricks the selkie into becoming his wife. But the selkie longs to go home to the 
sea, and as soon as she finds her seal skin, she will immediately return, leaving her 
husband and children behind. 

 Listen to The Selkie Girl, retold by Janis McKay. 
 The beautiful illustrations are by Ruchi Mhasane. Look carefully at the 

illustration of a seal at the end of the story, and do your own pencil sketches of 
a seal in the water.

The Blue Men of the Minch
The Blue Men of the Minch were said to live in the stretch of sea between the 
northern Outer Hebrides and mainland Scotland. They were malevolent beings and 
were renowned for sinking boats and drowning the sailors, using their powers to 
summon storms. They would often be seen swimming and diving like dolphins in 
the Minch, and would sometimes approach ships and speak to the sailors, who lived 
in fear of failing their challenges and having their boat capsized by the Blue Men. 

 Design a boat that floats
 Design and construct three differently shaped boats out of tin foil and see how 

many pennies each can hold. How does the shape of a boat change how much 
weight it can carry? Which shape is the most stable and would be least likely to 
capsize in a stormy sea? 

 https://www.discoveryworld.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Aluminum-
Foil-Boat-.pdf 

https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3Do3OLap8ExLs
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Cross Curricular Links:
Drama

Role on the wall
 Draw around a pupil in class on a large sheet of paper so you are left with a 

simple outline. Just upper body is fine. Write all the emotions of the character 
inside the outline, and everything that is said/known/thought about them by 
others on the outside. 

Thought tunnel
 At a key point in Secrets of the Last Merfolk, choose three or four pupils to play 

characters from the book. The rest of the class form a tunnel. As the character 
(a name badge helps) walks through, the class say what they think of this 
character – can just state factual information or go deeper. 

Whole class Charades
 Choose 10-15 words associated with Secrets of the Last Merfolk. Send one 

‘detective’ out of the classroom. Tell all the others what they are acting out 
without words. Bring detective in. All act for 20 seconds before the detective 
gets three guesses. 
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Synonyms:          

           

Word:           

Definition:          

           

Synonyms:          

           

Word:           

Definition:          

           

Synonyms:          

           

Word:           

Definition:          

           

Synonyms:          

           

Extra Printables!
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I predict that          

           

           

        

        

        

        

I predict that          
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